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Medical marijuana history I

A long, long time ago: 
traditional medicin

1950s: disappear as medicin 

1970s: Lester Grinspoon
”Marijuana the forbidden
medicin”

1975: Robert Randall gets 
federal marijuana



” We will use the medical 

marijuana argument as 

a red herring on the road 

to full legalization.” 

Ketih Stroup, National Organization for the Reform of

Marijuana Laws, NORML, 1979 



History II

1980s: AIDS + Dennis Peron, 
California

1991: medical marijuana  in San 
Fransisco

1996: in all California

1996-97: Ethan Nadelmann, George 
Soros  + other billionaires



History III

Long term tactic: normalization –

decriminalization–legalization

6 states are chosen

2000 DPA, Drug Policy Alliance



History IV

 1997-2000: medical marijuana in 6 states

 2009: commercialization in Colorado

 2015: medical marijuana in 24 USA-

states, legalization in 4 states



From my interview

with Paula Riggs,  
Professor, psychiatrist

researcher, Colorado 

University

”There is no 

legalizsation

movement in 

Sweden.”

”Good, then you

haven´t been visited

by Georg Soros!”



Wayne Hall
Professor, researcher 
etc. Australia:

”The evidences
that marijuana 
is an effectiv
medicin are
very weak.”



Pharmacological science 

about cannabis:

 Cannabis can alleviate pain, nausea, 
spasm in Multiple scleros, MS, and 
maybe epilepsy and increase apetite

 Some sources;

*Harold Kalant,  Amy Porath-Waller: Clearing the smoke on 

cannabis CCSA  (Canandian center on substance abuse), 

2012. 

* Nora Volkow et al. Adverse Health Effects of Marijuana 

Use. The New England Journal of Medicine, juni 2014.



Medical marijuana = fake

 The same product as any other cannabis

 Not approved medicin in any country

 There are already medicins for the same 
symtoms and diseases.

 There are approved medicins which contains
THC and CBD. But they don´t give the 
patients an intoxication.

 No medicins are used by smoking

 No medicin contains lots of unknown
substances.



Does not recommened

medical marijuana:

 American Medical Association

 American Cancer Society

 American Glaucoma Society

 National Multiple Sclerosis Society

 American Society Addiction Medicine

 American Academy of Pedriatrics



Colorado 
 2009  Medical marijuana for all ages

2014  Legalization

– regulated and taxed as alcohol

Today ca 800 shops for recreational
and/or medical marijuana

 114.000 persons (out of 5 milj
inhabitans) have a Red card

Cannabis  = Big Business





Legal cannabis

in Colorado: 

18,7 % THC 

0,1 % CBD.



More youngsters use cannabis when 
the perceived risk are low

0

20

40

60

80

100

Past Year Use Perceived Risk

SOURCE: University of Michigan, 2013 Monitoring the Future Study



Key figures addiction care 2013, www.sivz.nl



Addiction care in USA 12-17 years

www.samhsa.gov/
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Big scale cannabis 

cultivation means

environmental destruction

Lots of energi

Lots of water

Lots of pesticides, mould, 

and vermins



Some examples:

 Water use: I joint = 10 liters of beer.

 Production in USA: 1 % of all electricity

 Carbon dioxide = 3 miljon cars.

 Some big rivers in California are almost

drained and coho salmon has disappered
------------------------------------------------

Sources, among other: Mills, E. (2012). The carbon footprint 

of indoor Cannabis production. Energy Policy, 46: 58‐67



Source: National Highway Transportation Safety 
Administration, Fatality Analysis Reporting System 
(FARS), 2006-2013 and CDOT/RMHIDTA 2014 



Source: Colorado Hospital Association, 
Emergency Department Visit Dataset. 
Statistics prepared by the Health Statistics 
and Evaluation Branch, Colorado Department 
of Public Health and Environment



Source: United States Postal 
Inspection Service, Prohibited 
Mailing of Narcotics, as of January 
21, 2015 



Crime after the legalization

 The total number of crimes in 
Colorado has not changed

(half of the population lives in cities without
legal maijuana)

The total numer of crimes in 
Denver har increased 10 %.

Source: Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation, 
http://crimeinco.cbi.state.co.us/



Total tax 
revenue 2015 
= 63 miljon 
dollars.
Most of the 
money is used
to regulate
the mariljuana
industry.



Denials and 
doubts about
marijuana 
research



”There is not the same driving

force for us who are against

drugs because of moral reasons

or  concern about public 

health, compared with those

who advocate cannabis because

they can earn money on the 

drug.” Ben Cort, Smart 

Approcahes to Marijuana (SAM).



Thanks you for 

your attention!

pelle.olsson52@gmail.com

www.pelleolsson.se


